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Route 15 – Replace | Route 15 Express – Fewer trips 

Proposal 

 Replace Route 15 with alternative service on the new RapidRide D Line. 

Change from November 2011 suggestion 

Operate trips during peak hours on Route 15 Express (current map) to downtown Seattle in the 
morning and to Blue Ridge in the afternoon to prevent overcrowding on the D Line. 

Reason(s) based on Metro’s Service Guidelines 

 Take advantage of an investment in service. The D Line will provide service every 10-15 
minutes along 15th Avenue NW, 15th Avenue W, Elliott Avenue W, Mercer Street, and Queen 
Anne Avenue N/First Avenue N.  

 Add capacity to meet expected demand. Route 15 Express would still provide some trips 
to accommodate demand during peak hours.  

Alternative service 

 Blue Ridge: Use Route 15 Express during peak hours. There would be no service during off-
peak hours. 

 15th Avenue NW and 15th Avenue W: Use the D Line, 15 Express, 17 Express, or 18 
Express during peak hours. 

 Uptown/Seattle Center: Use the D Line. 

 North of NW 85th Street on Holman Road (until mid-2013): Use revised Route 18, 
revised Route 28, Route 28 Express (current map), Route 48 (current map), and the new D Line 
on NW 85th Street until the permanent routing of the new D Line via Seventh Avenue NW 
begins. The distance from current stops to new ones would be less than one mile. 

 Between Ballard and the south part of downtown Seattle (until completion of the 
Alaskan Way Viaduct replacement project): Use the new D Line and transfer along Third 
Avenue to one of many routes serving the south part of downtown Seattle or to route 15 
Express, 17 Express, or 18 Express during peak hours. 

  

http://metro.kingcounty.gov/cftemplates/show_map.cfm?BUS_ROUTE=055&DAY_NAV=WSU
http://metro.kingcounty.gov/cftemplates/show_map.cfm?BUS_ROUTE=028&DAY_NAV=WSU
http://metro.kingcounty.gov/cftemplates/show_map.cfm?BUS_ROUTE=048&DAY_NAV=WSU
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/Viaduct/
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Service frequency 

 Route Estimated minutes between buses 

Weekday Saturday Sunday 

Peak Off-Peak Night 

D Line 10-15 15 15-30 15 15 

18 12-15 15 30 30 30 

28 20 30 30 30 30 

48 8-15 15 15-30 15 30 

Trips on Route 15 Express during peak hours: 6 morning and 6 afternoon/evening 
Trips on Route 28 Express during peak hours: 9 morning and 8 afternoon/evening 


